Weenns

Lea

M ¢

dnd Framing

o Louisiana Plaza

7200 Montgomery Blvd NE Ste D
Albuquerque, NM 87109
505.293.6133 fax 505.294.6494

Old Town Plaza Don Luis
303 Romero NW
Albuquerque, NM 87104
505.764.0302

email: weems@weemsgallery.com - web site: www.weemsgallery.com

Melivsa Lea

Melissa Lee (Beasley) was born and raised amongst the
limestone filled hills of Scenic Southern Indiana. Local
quarries and caverns that dotted the area made for a
unique playground during her childhood. Throughout
her 20’s, she resided in Chicago where she became
deeplly involved with the Native American community.
Taking in their various traditions, dress and way of life,
Melissa soon found her spirit there amongst them.

This natiave spirit
and love of nature
was first revealed y
through her clothing E
and accessory
designs created
while attending
fashion design
school in chicago.
Melissa won
numerous awards for
her designs. She
was the only one to
win both top design
awards in a single
competiton: Best of Show and The Rita Johnson
Award/Scholarship at Fashion Group Internationals 1998
design competition. These o
awards presented her the .
»,b"

opportunity to study abroad

where she also traveled '
o

e

-

extensively throughout parts

of Europe.

themselves among her enless 1
unique designs. Her specialty *4 _—
is a knotting technigque and usually features her
signature “circle” stone as a focal peice. Melissa prefers
natural stones and materials as her medium whenever

possible with a fondness for wampum, moss agate and
Mahogany turqoise.

Giving herslef a rest from
clothing for awhile, Melissa
focused more on her jewelry
where her inspirations while
traveling continue to reveal

While residing in Nashville Tennessee, her designs
gained positive notoriety for the Country Music
Industry. Melissa has designed pieces for such artists
as Tim McGraw and Faith Hill as well as other
entertainment elite.

Melissa feels her talents are a way to give people a

piece of nature they can keep with them in whatever

environment they find themselsves living. Melissa
expresses, “We are all related, including
our relationship to Mother Earth and all
that lives on and within her. I like to have
parts of her near me at all times. It helps
me feel complete and connected.
Hopefully my creations will make others
feel complete as well...or at least at peace.
creations will make others feel complete as
well...or at least at peace.” Melissa now
resides in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
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